Road-Sail Transport
These figures argue for electrification of services, but the
question should be asked whether it would be possible to
undertake any extensive system of electrification. The
costs would be prohibitive and the sphere of operation
would necessarily be small. Electrification can be under-
taken only in the ease of metropolitan traffic which would
be heavy especially during the rush hours. Elsewhere it is
not likely to be feasible. Steam will continue to be our
main driving agent.
With regard to Goods traffic also, there is much scope for
improvement. Here, what is most essential is a sufficient
load factor. The greater the load factor the less is the
cost per ton mile. Every measure should, therefore, be
taken to increase receipts under this head. A plan similar
to the one suggested for increasing passenger revenue is
needed. The idea should be to maximise demand for
traffic. Such a system should be devised as would be not
only cheap but also simple. For this purpose all the
important firms in a locality should be made to send their
goods by rail. The traffic that each firm offers should be
noted and specially favourable rates should be quoted for
them. Mr. Farrar would go further and propose a like plan
for goods traffic. He would suggest the introduction of a
record card whereon details pertaining to each consignment
of a firm would be made and at the end of the year all
that would be reduced to goods-ton-miles. Every month,
he says, the total number of goods-ton-miles on the whole
0f the Company's system would be divided into the
proportion of the standard revenue allocated to goods
traffic which would give the cost per goods-ton-mile.
The Beseareh Section to be attached to the Commercial
Diriment should make a detailed study of freight rates
in relation to iaeidence and thus gauge the justifiability
*rf tfae rate charged. The method to be adopted should be
to study the economies of each industry and to make a-
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